
 

Seminar Programme 
 

2nd and 3rd of December 2016 



Friday 2nd December 2016 

 
1.00pm    Registration 

 

1.45pm    Master of Ceremonies: Rhona McGrath, Co-ordinator Music Generation Sligo 

      Welcome: Dr Anne Taheny, President, St Angela’s College, Sligo  

      Opening Address: Mr Shaun Purcell, CE Mayo, Sligo and Leitrim Education  

      and Training Board (MSLETB) 

 

2.00pm    Keynote Speakers:  

      Professor Adam Ockelford and Mr. Derek Paravicini 

      Derek Paravicini: Extraordinary Musician, Extraordinary Man 

      Chair: Rosaleen Molloy, National Director Music Generation 

 

3.00pm    Tea/Coffee 

 

3.30pm    Performance by Summerhill College Sligo Students 

 

3.45pm    Ms. Fiona Jennings, Centre for Special Educational Needs, Inclusion      

      and Diversity (CSENID), St Angela’s College, Sligo 

      A transformative model to training music tutors to work with pupils  

      with autism 

      Chair: Dr. Ann Marie Casserly, CSENID 

 

4.15pm    Ms. Roisin Egan & Ms. Giulia Tesoriero, MGS Music Educators 

      Including children with autism in music programmes  

      A practical demonstration 

      Chair: Mr. Trevor Sweetman,  MSLETB 

 

5.00 pm    Launch of Con Tutti: Music Education and Autism Research Report  

      and Resource Booklet by Cathaoirleach Cllr. Hubert Keaney 

      Chair: Ms. Fiona Crowe, Head of Education, St. Angela’s College 



Saturday 3rd December 2016 
 
 
 

10.00 am    Ms. Mary McKenna, Scoil Mhuire Pre-School for Children with Autism, Dublin 

      Using music to enhance social and communication skills in very young 

      children with autism 

      Chair: Ms. Miriam Colum, CSENID 

 

11.00 am    Ms Ailbhe O Halloran, CSENID 

      The benefits and challenges of teaching music to students with autism 

      Chair: Dr. Bairbre Tiernan, CSENID 

 

11.30am   Tea/Coffee 

 

12.00pm    Ms. Rhona McGrath, Music Generation Sligo Co-ordinator 

      Film Documentary of Music Generation Sligo Con Tutti Programmes 

      Chair: Ms. Dolores McDonagh, Director CSENID 

 

12.30pm   Thank you and close 

 
 

 
 



 Professor Adam Ockelford, from Roehampton University, has had a  life long 

 fascination for music, as a composer, performer, teacher and researcher. While 

 attending the Royal Academy of Music in London, Adam started working with 

 children with special needs - a number of whom, he noticed, had special musical 

 abilities too - and he became interested in how we all intuitively make sense of 

music, without the need for formal education. Adam pursued this line of enquiry, and gained a PhD in music 

at Goldsmith's College in London in 1993, in which he set out his 'zygonic' theory of musical understanding. 

This theory has proved a valuable tool in music theory and analysis in investigating musical development 

and exploring interaction in music therapy and education. Adam's research interests include music 

psychology, education, theory and aesthetics - particularly special educational needs and the development 

of exceptional abilities. Adam has published widely on the area of music and autism. 

 Derek Paravicini was born premature, at 25 weeks, and weighing just over half a 

 kilogram. As a result of the oxygen therapy required to save his life, Derek lost his sight            

 and  it later became apparent that he had severe learning difficulties and autism. 

 However,  he soon  acquired a fascination for music and sound, and, by the age of four, 

 had taught  himself to  play a large number of pieces on the piano, of some melodic and 

 harmonic  complexity. At this  time, his enormous potential was recognised by Adam 

Ockelford, then music teacher at Linden Lodge School for the Blind in London. In due course, Derek 

acquired the foundations of technique that were necessary for him to move forward. His natural affinity for 

jazz, pop and light music soon became evident; together with his improvisatory talents, ability to play in any 

key, and flair for performing in public! Derek's first major concert was at the Barbican Halls in London, when 

he was just 9 (in 1989). Numerous national and regional television appearances followed, in the UK and 

overseas. Most recently Derek featured in the series Extraordinary People (Channel 5, UK) . 

 Fiona Jennings is a lecturer in the Centre for SEN, Inclusion and Diversity. She 

 coordinates the Post Graduate Certificate and Diploma programmes in Autistic Spectrum 

 Disorders. Recent research projects include autism and music, transition and challenging 

 behaviour, Rapid Prompting Method, as well as Continuous Professional Development        

 (CPD) for teachers working with pupils with autism. Her presentation concentrates on the 

findings of  research undertaken with her colleague Ailbhe O’ Halloran on the effect of 

training on autism on Music Generation tutors. It proposes that a number of CPD models need to be used to 

ensure successful inclusion of pupils with autism in music programmes. 

 Roisin Egan is a professional soprano who graduated from the DIT Conservatoire of 

 Music with a B.Mus. (Hons) Degree in Performance. Roisin has worked with Music 

 Generation  Sligo as a tutor on the Discovering Music Team since 2012. Roisin  took on the 

 developmental role of Lead Tutor for the SEN Music Programmes in 2016, working 

alongside the Co-ordinator and tutors.  



 Guilia Teroriero completed a Bachelor of Primary Education and then a Masters of Music 

 in  her native Australia.  Passionate about music education for children, Giulia continued her 

 studies  with Dorothy Jones to become an Suzuki Early Childhood educator, and has enjoyed 

 introducing  music to children as young as 3 months. Guilia has worked with Music Generation 

 Sligo as a tutor on the Discovering Music Team since 2012.  

Roisin and Guilia will give a practical demonstrations of strategies, activities and resources that they used 

during the Con Tutti Discovering Music programme. 

 

 Mary McKenna set up the country’s first ASD-specific early intervention class in 1999 in her 

 mainstream school in Scoil Mhuire, Ballyboden, Rathfarnham where she teaches to this day. 

 She  completed her Master’s Degree in Autism in Birmingham University in 2005. She works 

 on a part- time basis with St Patrick’s and Froebel Colleges of Education, UCD, CSENID and 

 the SESS. Mary’s presentation gives the perspective of a non-music specialist teaching in an ASD early 

intervention setting. Examples of how informal music intervention can support the development of social 

understanding, social communication and flexibility in thought and behaviour in young children on the 

spectrum will be presented. Practical examples and video clips will be used to illustrate how music can 

augment and support other interventions, with an emphasis on creating a joyful playful environment where the 

children are active collaborative partners in the learning process.  

 

 Ailbhe O’ Halloran is a lecturer in the Centre for SEN, Inclusion and Diversity. She is 

 coordinator of the Certificate in SEN for SNAs which is outreached in Education Centres 

 thoughout the North-West. She is a former post-primary school teacher whose recent  research 

 areas include: music education and inclusion, Rapid Prompting Method, Transition for 

students with SEN and whole school responses to challenging behaviour. Her presentation concentrates on 

the findings of research undertaken with her colleague Fiona Jennings on how Music Generation tutors can 

facilitate music classes for pupils with autism.  It proposes the use of differentiation, structure and visual 

supports to support learning.  

  

 Rhona McGrath is the Co-ordinator of Music Generation Sligo and a member of the 

 management and administration team based in Mayo Sligo Leitrim ETB, responsible for the 

 the Development and implementation of programmes. Rhona is on secondment from Sligo 

 County Council  where she worked in the areas of arts and music development and the delivery 

of programmes  in partnership with community and public sector organisations. Rhona identified the need for 

tutors in MGS to be confident in including children and young people with SEN in music sessions. Her video 

presentation gives an insight into the planning and implementation of the Con Tutti Discovering Music 

programme. 



NOTES 



NOTES 



Contact Music Generation Sligo: 

 

MusicGenerationSligo@msletb.ie 

T: +353 71 913 8306  

http://www.musicgenerationsligo.com 

https://www.facebook.com/
musicgenerationsligo 

Further information: 

 

Copies of the research report and conference presentations can be downloaded from:  

http://www.stangelas.nuigalway.ie/contutti 

 

The resource booklet and accompanying CD can be purchased from Music Generation  

Sligo at a cost of  €10 

Contact Centre for SEN, Inclusion and Diversity: 

 

education@stangelas.nuigalway.ie 

T: +353 71 919 5550 

http://www.stangelas.nuigalway.ie/csenid 

https://www.facebook.com/CentreSENID 

http://www.stangelas.nuigalway.ie/contutti
http://www.stangelas.nuigalway.ie/csenid

